
 

TO: WESTPORT ROTARY CLUB 
 

RE: NEWSLETTER for Meeting, Branson Hall at the Christ & Holy Trinity Church April 8th, 2019. 
 

INVOCATION: Julian Beresford read a poem by Emily Dickinson, “A Light Exists in Spring” -see poem on last page 
 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 Jonathan Barron, Rotary Club President Elect, was host of the meeting 

 

Alec Cohen welcomed our guest speaker, Ed 
Hynes and Andrew Moe and a guest of Sam 
Carpenter  

Raffle Winners were: Karl 
Mergenthaler and Leonart 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 Maker Fair street signs are available for any members to take and put up around town.  
 Ted Hampe is celebrating his birthday this week; Stan Glick reported that unfortunately Ted is unwell at 

present and resting most of the time. 
 Tony McDowell spoke about the 2019 Rotary District Conference, May 17-19 at the Heritage Hotel & 

Conference Center in Southbury CT. Weekend events will include the District Assembly. Brochures were 
distributed on all the tables containing registration costs and details. Those interested to register should go 
to www.rotary7980.org and click on the “District Conference” tab. Click on the Be the Inspiration logo. If 
you don’t recall your password, click on “Request Event ezlink”.  

HAPPY DOLLARS 
 Robin Hammond announced a “Happy to be a Rotarian” dollar. She is grateful for the recommendation for 

a replacement part time assistant form Vivika Kjellgren. She also announced the annual fund raising event 
for CLASP Homes, “A Taste of Westport” on May 9, 2019, 6.00 -9.30pm at The Westport Inn. Flyers were 
distributed on all tables. 

 Rhonda Baker spoke for Steve Nussbaum about the results of the March Madness basketball fundraiser. 
She announced the winners: 3rd place: Ryan Schultz, 2nd place: Rhonda Baker [!!] 

 The 1st place winner and amounts to be distributed will be announced later. 
 Julian Beresford expressed regret at having to miss part of today’s speaker’s presentation because he 

particularly enjoyed his previous talk to our club. 
 Mark Agnew announced a blood drive on May 4th,9am -2pm run by the Red Cross at the Masonic Lodge, 

210 Post Road East. 
 Bill Hass announced a “World Press Freedom Event” which will address the impact of money, politics and 

censorship of our press freedom. To be held at Town Hall on Friday May 3rd, 3.30-5pm. Congressman Jim 
Himes will be the keynote speaker with a panel of well-known journalists. Free admission. 

 Leslie Wolf reminded members about the Social evening scheduled for Friday, April1 2th at 6.30pm at the 
home of Susie Schuck. An email confirmation will be sent out shortly. 

 Susie Schuck gave directions to her at the home at 2 Manitou Court. Located off Ferry Lane, which is off 
South Compo Road just north of Long Shore Park. There will be Rotary signs to guide us there and plenty of 
parking on her driveway and street. 

 Bruce Knowles told a joke about how to get a prescription filled for cyanide!! 
 

GUEST SPEAKER PRESNTATION: The War on Long Island Sound during the American Revolution, by Ed 

Hynes, CFA. 

http://www.rotary7980.org/
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Ed Hynes is a graduate of George Washington University (BA - Political Science) and currently a senior financial 
analyst and vice president at Merrill Lynch in Westport. He has previously spoken to Rotary members on the 
Revolutionary War and returned today to further enlighten us. 
Illustrating his talk with colorful PowerPoint slides and bound color copies for everyone in the audience, Ed set the 
scene by describing how in 1775/76 the circumstances of the war changed. In December 1775 CT passed anti-Torrie 
legislation which caused Loyalist to the British cause to abandon CT and move to Long Island. Similarly, Patriots 
living on LI did the reverse.  
 
In mid-1776 the British take New York city and LI and consequently trading with CT is forbidden. Fairfield County’s 
economy was heavily dependent on trade with NY and LI and a looming crisis over supply of goods was set in 
motion. First British ships and then Loyalist, began raiding CT farms. To fill the void, smuggling began, known as the 
“London Trade”. It was an open secret but very dangerous.  
 
Many of us are familiar with the Danbury Raid of April 1777, when the British landed in the Compo / Burying Hill 
Beach area. Ed described many subsequent raids that were made to and fro across LI Sound by Patriots robbing 
Loyalists and Loyalist robbing Patriots. These raids were aimed at capturing livestock – sheep, cattle, horses and 
mostly took place at the western end of the Sound in places like Stamford, Norwalk, Middlesex [ Darien] and 
Fairfield in CT and Huntington Bay, Oyster Bay and Lloyds Neck on LI. These were brutal encounters with many lives 
lost during the raids and many prisoners taken. During the course of the war 4,500 Patriots were killed while over 
11,000 died in captivity; starved or of disease in wretched prison conditions.  
 
Ed described these fascinating events in the history of our neighborhood in fluent expert detail and closed with 
reference to a contemporary newspaper account published in January 1862. The experiences of one Levi Hanford, 
then aged 92and a native of Norwalk, recounting his experience during the War and as a Patriot, imprisoned by the 
British in the Sugar House Prison on Liberty Street, New York City. The article is reproduced in the excellent 
materials provided by Ed.  
 
Your Scribe for the Day,         Edited by you Bulletin Editor 
Gillian Anderson, (203) 216-7408     Beth Brucker, 203-858-7622 
ganderson24@optonline.net      ebrucker@firstcountybank.com 
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