
 

TO: WESTPORT ROTARY CLUB 

RE: NEWSLETTER for April 2, 2019 Meeting, Branson Hall at the Christ & Holy Trinity Church 

 

WELCOME DESK:  Thank you Sandra Urist and Joe Carpenter for working at the Welcome Desk.     

INVOCATION:  was provided by Steve Lewine 
 

 

 April 11th - Ted Hampe's Birthday 

 April 12th – Spring Social at Susie Shuck -  

 April 18- 19:  The District conference and District assembly.  Last year our club had 10 
people attend the assembly and Jeff hopes we have a good turn out this year to share 
ideas and learn more about the workings of Rotary.  

 April 27th - Maker Faire – 
 June 28th – Passing the Gavel 
 Sept. 21st – Lobsterfest 

 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:    

 Jeff  was excited to see so many members and guests at the meeting.  We  had 5 tables of 8 and had to add 
several chairs to accomodate the overflow crowd.  

 It is great that we have the incoming President of the Bridgeport Rotary Club and the president elect here 
to join us today.  No one club can do it alone we all support each other in our projects.  We have support 
Bridgeport District managed Grants and other projects and they have supported ours.   

 Recent example is our support for the Trumbull club project with $2,000 for their Home for the Brave 
project.  

 At the conference we will hear about what makes the foundation work and much more about our Rotary 
focus.  Jeff hopes many of you can attend this combined event.  Or at least attend the training at the 
District Assembly.  

 
HAPPY DOLLARS and ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 :  Mark Mathias and Joe Watson of the Sunrise Rotary club gave a Happy Dollar to 
announce and remind folks of the Maker Faire on April 27th.  It is the largest single day event in CT now 
drawing 15 to 20 thousand attendees.  

o Mark Mathias called for volunteers, they need over 250 volunteers to make this large event 
operate smoothly.  If you are a member of a club or a group please encourage them to join in and 
help out as volunteers.  

o Mark Mathias also had posters and asked folks to take one and put it up in their offices etc.  
 

 Steve Lewine:  Wanted to reiterate that both Bridgeport and Sunrise Rotary clubs have been supportive of 
our District Managed Grants and vice versa. 
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 Steve announced that this year's Lobster Fest Sponsorship goal is $ 100,000.  We have $20 K committed so 
far!.  And First County Bank’s sponsorship was the first one in.  Thank you Beth.  

 

 Alex Horton:  Brendon Griffin will dress up as our Lobster at events leading up to and at the Lobster Fest 
this year!  

 

 Bruce Knowles: announced that we had 172 entries for the March Madness pool and we will be giving $ 
1720 to the foundation as a result.  

 

 

Joe Carpenter won the Table prize  
and  

The Big Prize went to Sandra Urist! 

 
 

 

 Baxter Urist - guest of Sandra Urist 

 Jeff Peterson - guest of Leslie Wolf 

 Marge Niemenhius - guest of Goldie James 

 Scott Broder - Guest  of Julia Broder 

 Brendan Griffin - guest of Alex Horton 
o  

Visiting Rotarians:  

 Crystal Engram - Bridgeport Rotary 

 Bob Hannafin - Bridgeport Rotary 

 Joe Watson - Sunrise Rotary 

 Mark Mathias - Sunrise Rotary 

 

MAIN EVENT:  Jeff introduced Bruce Becker of Becker and Becker in Faifield, CT and Manhattan.  He is a 

member of AIA and LEAD certified architect.  He has a masters in architecture from Yale and will discuss current 
projects and status of sustainable building .  
 
Bruce opened with reminding us that while cars are responsible for 40% of our pollutants, buildings are responsible 
for another 35%.  Therefore using new sustainable building materials and design can have a significant impact.  
 
He updated us on many statistics and stated that it is not that difficult today to build now using a lot lower fossil 
fuels. And the cost is coming into line with traditional building.  
 
A project at 360 State Street in New Haven, CT is now completed and received the LEAD highest score using 
hydrogen fuel cell which produces 400 Kilowatts for that building  . Hydrogen cells produce 1 ounce of pollution per 
100 KwH whereas normal combustion produces 25 pounds per 100 KwH.   
 
777 Main Street in Hartford is also a LEAD Platinum building and is a repurposed Bank of American building in 
downtown that now has 13 apartments per floor.  In the heart of the city where many people want to live now it is 
a key part of the revitalization of the capital city.  It is helping reverse the trend of people leaving city centers and 
returning for downtown walkable housing.  That building also supports 20 Electric Car chargers as the number of 
electric vehicles continues to outpace traditional fossil fuel sales.  They are measuring $1 per square foot operating 
cost savings in that building.   
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Payback without incentives is 5.8 years and with incentives 4 years. But you can't just do one thing as  you build you 
need to add other features.. such as dual flush toilets, and solar shades etc.  All these contribute to lowering the 
costs and contributing to less emissions.  
 
In Westport, Bruce's own home was an old home with most parts dating back over 100 years.  He used solar panels 
and batteries to provide 100 % of the energy for the house and 2 cars. He switched out oil systems and utilzed heat 
pumps for the air sources. Of course insulation is critical and he used spray in foam and even changed the color of 
the roof asphalt shingles to reflect the sun .  
 
There is propane back up but they have never had to use it .  
 
The ratings for Home Energy is HERS  
A typical new home is 100 
And energy star home is 85 
His home was 253 and is now HERS score 19 
 
There are other benefits like public health that often is not considered but for every gallon of fuel burned there is a 
cost of $ 1.16 public health cost.  There is a 17.1% ROI without considering public health cost, there is a 22% ROI 
when you include it.  
 
Electric cars:  New technologies are getting more affordable and more available.  
Highest rate of electric car ownership is in the state of CT.  
 
Tesla 3 is outselling old technology cars.  
There will be 1 million electric cars by 2026 that is just 7 years.  That is good news since cars are the largest 
polluters.  
 
Charging stations are being built out now in the country.  95 % of the charging goes on at home but there are high 
speed charging stations going in. VW is making a Billion $ investment and Tesla of course plus the range is 
increasing his Tesla has a 330 mile range now.  
 
Other than Tesla who is making 20 new electric cars on the market now with 250 mile range and above?  Most are 
still premium cars due to the expense of the battery packs;  however with the Tesla 3 in a couple of years these cars 
will be cheaper than a Honda Accord.  
 
Solar tiles? They are coming up.. Tesla makes them and Shared Solar also.  they look like regular tiles  
 
 
 
Your Scribe for the Day,         Edited by you Bulletin Editor 

Susan Shuck, (203) 400-0017      Beth Brucker, 203-858-7622 
sshuck@optonline.net       ebrucker@firstcountybank.com 
 


