
 

TO: WESTPORT ROTARY CLUB 

RE: NEWSLETTER for August 6, 2019 Meeting, Branson Hall at the Christ & Holy Trinity Church 
 

WELCOME DESK:  Thank you Goldie James and Bob Wickey 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  by Deb DiBella 

 

LOBSTERFEST REMINDERS: 
 Volunteer for Lobsterfest!   

 Lobsterfest Tickets are now available, please pick your tickets up 
at the meetings.   

 Wall Of Wines – wine donations needed 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:    

1.Rick Benson announced that the Rotary Uganda trip team just arrived home today .  There will be a presentation 
on the entire trip at another meeting but it was very successful and they met with 14 different Rotary clubs while in 
country.  In each location the topic of climate change and its effects was raised and is clearly considered to be a 
threat in that region.  
 2. Tony Mc Dowell announced that LobsterFest tickets are now available for sale and for Rotarians to pick up at 
each meeting.  Each Rotarian is responsible for 6 tickets.  Also he reminded people to sign up to volunteer by 
clicking the link to the form sent out by Susie Shuck.  Some gmail users may have had the first email go into their 
junk email, but Susie sent a follow up note out directly to the mailing list with the link.  If you are having difficulty  
you can contact Susie .  
3. Jonathan announced that Karl Mergenthaler's father , Dr. Francis W. ( Hank) Mergenthaler, passed away on July 
30th. We send Karl and his family our sympathies.   An informal celebration of life for him will be held Sunday 
August 11 ( 5 pm ) at Cedar Point Yacht Club. Friends, well-wishers, fellow sailors and former patients are all 
invited.  
 

HAPPY DOLLARS and ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

 Tony Mc Dowell  - Happy Dollar for the safe return of Dede from the Uganda trip, AND while she was away 
he sent around the Gillespie Center sign up clip board , however it has been misplaced.  If an yone knows 
where it is , please get it to Dede or Tony.  Many people had signed up so we may need to recreate the 
schedule... so look in your calendars please.  

 

 Jane Sherman - Just returned from her annual Road's Scholar grandparent /grandchild trip with her 
grandson and it was a fabulous trip.  Not sure how much longer he will go on thiese trips with her as he is 
now a busy teen, but they have been wonderful way to bond and have fun and see the world together.  

 

 Bruce Knowles - A Happy Joke dollar  
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 Bob Mitchell - Westport Historical Society  

 Steve James - Goldie James husband 
 Yvonne Sentura - Ron Henkoff's wife and also Sunrise Rotarian 

 Will Haskell - CT State Senator representing District 26 

 Laura Riguzzi - Fides' guest 
 Roy Vollmer - Guest of Brendan Griffen 

 Baxter Urist - Sandra's husband 

 Joseph Heyman - Guest of Sherell Werblood 
 Frank Basler- Susie Basler's husband 

 Nina Helms 

 Erik Ostbye - Fides' husband 
 Jim Himes - US Congressman , CT 4th District  

 

Table prize went to Bob Wickey  
and the Big Prize went to Jane 
Sherman 

 

MAIN EVENT:   
President Jonathan Baron introduced our speaker for the day with a brief biography.  
Jim Himes represents Connecticut's 4th District in the United States House of Representatives where he is serving 
his 6th term.  

 He is a member of the House Committee on Financial Services, serves as the Chair of the Strategic 
Technologies and Advanced Research ( STAR)  Subcommittee of the House Permanent Select committee on 
Intelligence and is Chair Emeritus of the New Democrat Coalition.   

 Jim was born in Lima, Peru to American parents, where his father worked for the Ford Foundation. His 
father, James R. Himes, also worked for UNICEF, being the director of the UNICEF Innocenti Center, a 
research institute on child development in Florence, Italy..  Himes attended Harvard University as an 
undergraduate where he was the captain of the Lightweight crew and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
1988.[3] Himes studied for a degree in Latin American studies as a Rhodes scholar at St Edmund Hall, 
Oxford[4] and graduated with a Master of Philosophy in 1990.[3] He was awarded an honorary Doctor of 
Humane Letters degree from the University of Bridgeport on May 5, 2012 

 In 1995, Himes began working at Goldman Sachs[9] as a banker in Latin America and New York. He was 
eventually promoted to vice president. In 2003, Himes began working for the non-profit Enterprise 
Foundation (currently Enterprise Community Partners), and later began running its metropolitan New York 
operations. In 2007, he was named vice president of Enterprise.  

 Himes was appointed a Commissioner of the Greenwich Housing Authority in 2002, and served for two 
years as chairman of the board. He has also served as a board member of Aspira of Connecticut in 
Bridgeport, a board member of the Fairfield County Community Foundation, and as an advisory board 
member of Family Assets, LLP of Bridgeport.  

 He was also an elected member of the Greenwich Board of Estimate and Taxation and served as the 
Chairman of the Greenwich Democratic Town Committee.[ 

 He lives with his family in Greenwich , CT with his wife Mary and two daughters Emma and Linley.  
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Jim started the presentation stating that despite these troubled times, it is important to understand that thing are 
and do get done in Washington , DC . A few important examples of bi-partisan legislation and cooperation include 
some very impactful areas.  
 
1. Substantial penal and judiciary reform made its way through providing for some much needed changes including  
Reviews of convictions for small crimes with long sentences, and providing for those serving to receive training for 
life beyond their jail time. Unlikely  bi partisan duo brought that bill forward, Corey Booker and Rand Paul, who 
don't usually agree on much but saw their way forward on such and important topic.  
 
2. OPIOD crisis real progress and agreement on the seriousness and taking actions to combat, something that 10 
years ago we did not understand.  Now most EMS/Police/Fire responders carry the antedote to administer in the 
case of a call for an overdose which is saving many lives.  Much more needs to be done with 55,000 overdose 
deaths.  At that number there is  the beginning of some different and positive news.. the number has plateaud.  
Resources are being directed to combat the crisis and substantial resources to the CDC for preventative and 
research in this area.  
 
3. Jim did not support the Tax bill last year but it did however include a positive item in the provision for 
opportunity zones .  A remarkably generous tax benefit for investment in disadvantaged communities like 
Bridgeport.  Some see that this may benefit the wealthy developers but it is needed to encourage investment in 
these areas... so on that aspect I see the benefit to some of our CT communities.  
 
4. Put off the debt ceiling debate for 2 years in the legislation we just passed and passed the senate and the 
President signed.  We do have a serious issue with the debt but we will now not have the threat of the government 
being shut down as leverage until after the election.  
 
5. Budget that passed includes robust funds for our CT defense industry.  In our state we have a significant 
percentage of our manufacturing in this area and so that is good for CT jobs. Electric Boat , Sikorsky and others are 
critical to our economy.  
 
THE CHALLENGES:  TWO KEY TOPICS THAT NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED :  
 

 CLIMATE CHANGE - This should not be polarizing.  People who are in tough places are being impacted by the 

effects of climate change and this should worry all of us.  As the people in those areas can no longer find the 

ability to live safely in the affected areas, they will start migrating. If this occurs, this will be very destabilizing to 

the rest of the world.  Such as currently in Europe, the effects of the climate change in Africa causes their 

populations to migrate into Europe and in the Middle East.  Migration to find food is human nature but when 

you have migrating populations, you will have young men without economic prospects, which can lead to 

radicalization and unrest in the societies around the world and in industrialized and developed countries which 

seems to be the least affected at this time by climate change.   Funny how, the industrialized countries are the 

biggest culprits of climate change but they are the ones lease affected at the outset.    

 TECHNOLOGICAL EVOLUTION:   We led every technological evolution previously, but we are not leading this 

one. We are missing a huge economic opportunity and at our peril.  We need to be sure we are teaching our 

kids for the new jobs and the reality of the changing landscape of jobs.    
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Automation and Globalization will create jobs and are going to accelerate but they are not the same types of 
jobs we know and require new skills and training.  The old manufacturing plant with hundreds of workers is 
gone.  Robotics is the new wave to increase productivity and lower cost.  You look now and you see a vast room 
with mostly robotics and a few foremen.  
 
Politics are what they are largely because people feel that the system is rigged against them.  I talk to Tim Ryan 
in Ohio and he says for me to come out here to see his constituents.  People who were used to good paying 
jobs, often in manufacturing at $28 / hour with good benefits,  are now working at minimum wage of $ 7.25 
and with many of their benefits taken away or costing them more for less coverage.  We need to figure out how 
to get our workforce retrained as well as figure out a way to lead in the automation and technological change 
for the future.  If you look at a solar panels or products installed in houses and buildings, you will find out that 
they most likely were produced in China.   
 

 
Q and A's 
Q:  Do you feel you have a conflict of interest with a financial background and being on the financial services 
committee; and your feeling about taking money from PAC's etc for campaigns financing.  
A: . Once I was elected,  I divested completely from any holdings in Goldman Sach's   I strongly  believe that we 
need campaign finance reform.  ”The Close the Floodgates Act (H.R. 154)”, introduced on January 6, 2015, by 
Himes and three other Members of the House of Representatives, would restore previous annual contribution limits 
to political parties for individuals. The federal funding bill passed in December included an un-vetted provision that 
effectively increased these limits to $777,600 every year, or more than $1.5 million per election cycle, from the set 

$97,200 per year limit. . 
 
Q:  Difficult week with the mass shootings.  I know you are for gun control but what can we do that might 
encourage or support congressmen and women from the other side of the aisle who may be trying to support or 
will support.   
A:  90% of Americans support universal background checks.  House has passed bill which has not been taken up in 
the Senate.  Despite this support. there are a few from the other side of the aisle  leading on this issue and have 
voted historically against gun control:  .  Pat Toomey from PA who is a leader in the senate. Susan Collins of Maine, 
Corey Gardner of Colorado and Mitch McConnell. 
 
Q:  Terms and Term limits.  Every two years you need to run again and it seems that you need to spend a lot of your 
time raising money and campaigning rather than working.  Should there be term limits .  
A:  I am a firm believer in the structure that was put in place 240 years ago.  The House, by its design, was meant to 
be interactive with the constituents so that they can truly represent their current views and needs.   Are there 
some people who frankly should have retired, yes.   And not because they are bad, but they just aren't working 
hard.  It takes 2 years to learn the ropes before becoming effective in the position.. So term limits might cut short 
the productive time of a strong representative but it gives the opportunity to the constituents to judge the work of 
the politician and gives them the ability to decide to either keep them in office of vote them out in two years.  
 
Q:  Amazed at how little discussion there is of the deficit.  And how will we ever get out of it?  
A:  We will get out of it when there is a significant market force.  The deficit was decreased by 3/4 and Simpson 
Bowles was put in place, but not continued.  Trump promised to eliminate the US debt in 2016 but instead he 
would have increased it by Instead of eliminating the Debt, Trump Will Add $8.3 Trillion with his Tax reform solely 
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on this single move.   And nobody gets it about Medicare and Social Security long term is unsustainable... it needs 
to be addressed and it is not being addressed.  
 
Q:. China 
A:  It is true that for years China has been dealing unfairly with its partners. So the President was not 

wrong in his diagnosis. Requiring joint ventures as a way of doing business where they got access to the 
intellectual property of whatever product we are talking about .  Dumping products and driving down 

the price to take market share... something needed to happen but the current "strategy" is ridiculous.  
Simply no careful planning of policies were made.     The Trump administration labeled China a 
currency manipulator on Monday, after China allowed the value of its currency to fall.  And this dialed 

up the pressure in a trade war that has rapidly escalated, harming businesses, consumers and others that 
depend on steady relations between the world’s two largest economies.  “The trade war has now become 

a currency war,” 

I believe that we should be collectively addressing China with our allies in the region.  The TPP was flawed and I 
would hope for a better proposal, but what it did have was the power of a block of nations in partnership to go up 
against China.  Pulling out rather than fixing the elements that needed fixing was a mistake and going it alone is a 
mistake.  There is more leverage in a trading bloc of nations.  
 
Q:. On our Rotary trip to  East Africa the topic of climate change came up every day and with eve ry official . What 
do you think we should be doing.  
A:  We need to implement a fully refundable carbon tax.  To my Republican friends.. note I said fully refundable. At 
the end of the year every penny goes back to the people .. and this will shape the mark et and buying behaviors.  
Tax carbon producing products  and people will buy those that are not carbon producing .  
 
Q:. It seems that the squeaky wheel gets the attention and we are always beign reactive... what long term efforts 
should be undertaken?  
 
A:  . Transportation and Infrastructure - we need to invest in our future.  Retraining and investing in the next 
generation. We are losing our lead in technological research like bio synthesis and encryption.  
 
Q:. Actually a thank you and compliment to Jim Hime's office responsiveness on an item that the gentleman call 
and asked for help with .   
 
Q:. Want to see you all get stuff done on Gun reform, Infrasturcture, health care.   
A:  Polarization is a big issue. We  should look at structural things.  

1. Revisit our Primary system , example in CA, the top two vote getters run in the election. 
2. Get money out of it 
3. Need to be "critical citizens of democracy" 

In the old days, there were 3 major networks and each one had someone who was a trusted interpreter of the 
news.  Walter Cronkite etc.  Now, with the onslaught of cable news channels etc... most get their news from an 
outlet that reinforces their views without researching the other views and being humble e nough to realize they 
may not have all the answers they need to make informed opinions on topics.   Most things are NOT black and 
white and we need to be critical citizens and really search out the different positions before taking our own 
position.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/05/business/economy/us-china-yuan-renminbi-trump.html?module=inline
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6 

 

 

Your Scribe for the Day,         Edited by you Bulletin Editor 

Susan Shuck, (203) 400-0017      Beth Brucker, 203-858-7622 
sshuck@optonline.net       ebrucker@firstcountybank.com 
 
 


