
 

 

RE: NEWSLETTER for July 23rd, 2019 - Meeting, Branson Hall at the Christ & Holy Trinity Church 

 

WELCOME DESK:  Thank you, Goldie James and Joe Nixon for working the welcome desk.     

INVOCATION:  by Tom Carey- With the understanding that you can’t change anything, would you go back to 

the past, jump forward to the future, or remain in the present? 

 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS by Jonathan Baron 

Alex Horton introduced the following guests: Laura Riguzzi guest of Fides Ostbye, Alina Rodescu Pitchun guest of 
Alex, Jack Solomon our District Governor, and Sheila Shaughnessy a visiting Fairfield Rotarian. 
 
Jonathan thanked Leslie Wolf and Karl Mergenthaler for filling in while he was on vacation. Keep in your 
thoughts fellow Rotarians who just left for a service trip to Uganda. They are Rick Benson, Denise Thomas, Leslie 
Wolf, and Dede Mcdowell along with Bill Llewellyn from the Fairfield Rotary. Congratulations to Lois Schine for 
her 2nd Paul Harris Award. Volunteers are needed for serving dinner at the Gillespie Center so please sign up.  
 
Jonathan asked several members to provide a Lobsterfest update.  
 
Debbie Dibella talked about the Wall of Wine Raffle at Lobsterfest. Debbie mentioned that we are looking for at 
least 60 bottles of wonderful wine. She requested that all Rotary members bring in 1 or 2 bottles of wine valued 
at $10 or more. Start bringing them in at the next meeting. Both she and Jonathan donated a bottle so we are 
down to 58.  
 
Susie Shuck provided a Volunteer update. She was working on a Google sign up form with her daughter and 
expected it would be available by the weekend. If you already signed up on the volunteer board at previous 
meetings please do so again on the Google form.  
 
Tony McDowell provided a ticket sales update. All members are expected to sell t least 6 tickets. Cost is $55 and 
Tony will have tickets for each member at the next meeting. There is an award for the person with highest ticket 
sales. Tickets are available online. All were encouraged to take flyers and posters and distribute them.  

RAFFLE  - Table prize  went to Lyla Steenberger and the Big Prize went to Steve Lewine. 

 
 
HAPPY DOLLARS and ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Alex Horton gave $5 for the 5 Rotarians heading to Uganda. 
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Steve Lewine provided a Sponsorship update. Last year’s target was $75k and we raised $82k. Goal is 
$100k this year and we are at 41%. We have lost some high dollar sponsors. He encouraged Club 
Members to consider sponsorship donations as a one-stop way to contribute to the community. 
Bruce Knowles mentioned that Saturday had been the 50th anniversary of the Moon Landing and that 
on a Saturday morning news special , Basil Hero, former Westport Rotarian and recent lunch speaker, 
was on the show. Ask him about his joke involving a Pastor skipping church to play golf and a hole-in-
one.  
 
Sheila Shaughnessy was happy to be visiting from Fairfield.  
 

MAIN EVENT:   
Tony McDowell introduced our District Governor, Jack Solomon. Jack retired from Praxair and is an East 
Hampton Rotarian. He has been very involved in STEM programs. Invention Convention, and Co-Chair 
of Youth Services.  
 
Jack stated that the overall Rotary theme for this year is: “Rotary Connects the World.” The theme has 
been modified in Connecticut to: “Rotary Connecting Connecticut.” Rotary consists of friendship and 
fellowship, service, and the 4 Way Test. Membership is a major focus along with STEM. 
 
Each Club is different and each needs to work on new paths for Membership. Some suggestions are: 1) 
invite non-members to help with service projects; 2) provide new member orientation and 
introduction of new members to existing members; 3) Have public fellowship events away from regular 
meetings. 
 
His Governor’s project is for Rotarians to get more involved with STEM(Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math.)  Suggestions:  
1) Create an Invention Convention in local schools. Be judges and encourage students. 
 2) Reach out to local High School Robotic Teams. There is a Chairman’s Award for High School Robotic 
Teams and it requires Community Service. 
3) Offer scholarships to science teachers to help enrich their teaching.  
4) New London has a STEM Summer Camp for Middle School students. Local clubs can help get camps 
started. 
 
Peter Harrington, Scribe for the Day  
203 227-1285 
Peter.harrington@people.com 
 
Beth Brucker, Bulletin Editor/Chair 
203-858-7622 
ebrucker@firstcountybank.com 


